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One day I went up to MIKE ENZI and 

I said: Well, how is it that you and Sen-
ator Kennedy, with such diametrically 
opposing views on what the Congress 
ought to do and how to solve these 
problems, can actually work produc-
tively together? 

Senator ENZI said: That is easy. It is 
the 80–20 rule. The 80 percent we can 
agree on, we do. The 20 percent we can-
not, we don’t; we put off for another 
day. 

That strikes me as eminently prac-
tical and a way for us to begin to get 
back to work again. 

When I talk about the easy stuff we 
can do, I am referring to the bipartisan 
majority that supports things such as 
the Keystone XL Pipeline authoriza-
tion, increasing our natural gas ex-
ports not only for the job creation and 
economic boost it gives us here in 
America but also because it changes 
the geopolitics of the world, where peo-
ple such as Vladimir Putin cannot put 
a bootheel on the gas supply to Europe 
or Ukraine and use that for their own 
purposes. 

I am confident we can find common-
sense safeguards from an overreaching 
Federal bureaucracy. We can agree on 
things such as improving workforce 
training programs and do things that 
make it much easier to launch new in-
frastructure and construction projects. 
We can do things we should have done 
last year or this year, such as reform-
ing our broken patent system to dis-
courage abusive and costly litigation. 
We actually had a bipartisan bill in the 
Judiciary Committee, but it did not 
come to the floor because the majority 
leader would not bring it up because 
one of his constituencies simply ob-
jected to it. Well, no one should have a 
trump card when it comes to good, bi-
partisan legislation, and they will not 
next year. We will vote on patent re-
form. 

Then there are things such as miti-
gating some of the burdens of 
ObamaCare, restoring the 40-hour 
workweek, and repealing the medical 
device tax, and there is strong bipar-
tisan support for repealing that tax 
which has driven medical device manu-
facturers and their jobs overseas. I 
have constituents, for example, in Dal-
las in that business, and they say they 
are building their business in Costa 
Rica because of the impact of this med-
ical device tax and its negative impact 
on medical innovation and job creation 
here. 

I do know there is bipartisan support 
for abolishing the Independent Pay-
ment Advisory Board under Medicare. 
This is 15 bureaucrats who basically 
get to decide who gets medical care 
and who does not, with no real appeal 
or recourse. In the Judiciary Com-
mittee, on which I serve, we have had 
very impressive bipartisan support for 
things such as prison reform and even 
sentencing reform. 

Those are important issues of sub-
stance the Senate ought to be dis-
cussing, debating, voting on, and try-

ing to find ways we can work together 
to achieve solutions. Each of the things 
I have mentioned has bipartisan sup-
port. If we can pass these measures 
with strong support on both sides of 
the aisle and send them to the Presi-
dent for his signature, it will be much 
easier to establish the trust and co-
operation necessary to do the harder 
stuff. So starting with the easy stuff 
we have already identified that has bi-
partisan support—demonstrating we 
can actually do that—then I think we 
will have confidence in ourselves, and 
the American people will have con-
fidence in us and their government to 
begin to tackle some of the more chal-
lenging issues. 

Senator MCCONNELL, the Republican 
leader, mentioned this, but it bears re-
peating: that the President is still 
threatening to go around Congress and 
use an Executive order to implement a 
new, radical change in our Federal 
Government’s immigration policy, and 
I think it is a terrible mistake. 

At this same luncheon that the Sen-
ator from Kentucky mentioned, a num-
ber of us went down the line and said: 
Mr. President, please don’t do this be-
cause if you do, it will make it even 
harder for us to take a step-by-step ap-
proach to immigration reform that en-
joys bipartisan support. It will poison 
the well—not to mention the fact that 
what the President is proposing to do 
is unlawful and it will also make it 
harder for us to do the other things I 
have mentioned already that have bi-
partisan support. It will poison the 
well. 

Why in the world would the Presi-
dent want to do that at the start of a 
new Congress in the last 2 years of his 
term in office? Don’t you think he 
would want to have some legacy that 
he could point to in those last 2 years, 
saying: Well, I might have been dealt a 
tough political hand with Republican 
majorities in the House and the Sen-
ate, but we were actually able to be 
productive. 

I think that is why most Senators 
have come here—to be productive. 

So I would urge the President, as 
others have done, in the very strongest 
of terms to abandon his plan for this 
Executive amnesty and to heed the 
message—the very clear message—vot-
ers sent last Tuesday. After a 6-year 
experiment in unfettered liberalism 
and big-government policies, the Amer-
ican people are asking for a new direc-
tion. I am not under any illusion that 
all of a sudden they have fallen in love 
with my side of the aisle. That is not 
true. But what they are willing to do is 
put us on probation and give us all a 
chance to demonstrate that we can 
change our course, we can listen to the 
American people, and we can do things 
together that they want to see us do. 

My constituents—6.5 million Tex-
ans—are sick and tired of watching the 
Federal Government waste their 
money, selectively enforce the law, and 
try to micromanage their lives as if the 
Federal Government knows better than 

they do what is good for them and 
their families. It is not true, and they 
know it, but that has not stopped the 
efforts over the last 6 years. 

What my constituents want, I be-
lieve—and I believe it because they 
have told me this—they want leaders 
who will respond to their practical day- 
to-day concerns, leaders who appre-
ciate and will address the biggest 
threats to the American dream, leaders 
who will uphold the timeless principles 
of our Constitution. 

I believe there is a nascent, bipar-
tisan, emerging consensus here that we 
can actually do this. This is not too 
hard for us to do. Yes, I have read what 
some of the pundits have said. They 
said it is going to be even worse with 
Republicans in charge. Well, it better 
not be worse or there will be a heavy 
price to pay, and most of that will be 
paid by the American people, who will 
not be well-served if we simply refuse 
to change and if we refuse to listen. 
And that goes for the President, that 
goes for Republicans, and that goes for 
Democrats. 

So for my part and I believe for our 
part on this side of the aisle, we are 
eager to work together to solve our 
country’s problems, to help unleash 
this great American job-creating en-
gine known as our economy, and to re-
store the rule of law and constitutional 
government. As for President Obama, 
we can only hope he decides to work 
with us rather than against us and 
against the best intentions and desires 
of the American people. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each, with the 
time equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees. 

The Senator from Louisiana. 
Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 

would like to speak for up to 10 min-
utes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE 
Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I was 

hoping to catch the Senator before he 
left the floor because I wanted to ask 
him—and I am not sure he is going to 
slip back in here, but I was going to 
ask him if he thought maybe—because 
I agree with him that that new ap-
proach to bipartisanship could start 
today. I do not think we have to nec-
essarily wait until January. There are 
some of us who have been ready, who 
have worked in a bipartisan way, lit-
erally for years, getting very impor-
tant things done for our Nation. I am 
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